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They remained virgins and spent every moment in
worshipping Siva.
They set apart one of their rooms exclusively for puja.
They would get up early in the morning and after finishing
their daily ablutions set to work. While the younger one
Kantimati collected various flowers and bilva leaves from
the royal garden, the elder one, Amritalata was engrossed
in cleaning the puja room, the utensils for worship and the
idols. Together they used to decorate the mandapa and
arrange the flowers. With single- minded attention they
used to offer flowers to the various names of Sankara and
Parvati. They also offered food specially cooked and fruits
by way of Naivedya. They would close the morning
sessions by lighting camphor and singing songs.
At noon they would receive reverently the devotees
of Siva who visited the palace. After attending to their
comforts, they used to listen to the experiences of the
visitors. While some described the greatness of various Siva
kshetras, others narrated the numerous exploits of the Lord.
The sisters also learnt several devotional songs from them.
In the evenings they would again clean the puja room
and decorate the mandapa and idols with different
ornaments set with gems. To the accompaniment of veena,
venu and mridanga they would sing in praise of the Lord.
In the nights they used to get pleasant dreams.
One morning, Amritalata told her sister, "Dear
Kantimati, I had a fine dream. A Siva yogi with clear marks
of ashes on his forehead and the sacred rudraksha beads
around his neck, appeared and informed me that he was
on his way back to Sri Kalahasti. On hearing our steadfast
devotion to Mahadeva he had visited us. In the dream he
gave me the sacred panchakshari mantra. Extolling Sri
Kalahasteeswara he vanished". Kantimati said that she too
had exactly the same dream. As they were so discussing
their maid- servant Santa informed the arrival of a Siva yogi